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Introduction 
 
This event was organised with four main objectives: 
 

a) To get some continuity for Yak52, as with the fairly low entries, this series is no longer really 
financially viable on its own. 

 
b) To introduce a new class of Aerobatics, to encourage further development of the sport, and 

allow perhaps those to compete internationally, who have no means or intention to get to 
the higher classes of Advanced and Unlimited. 
 

c)  To give the opportunity for the utilisation of aircraft, now redundant to the upper classes 
due to their performance restraints, thus allowing types such as Pitt Specials, Zlin 50s & Yak 
55s to compete on a competitive basis. 
 

d) To bring new Aero Clubs into International Competition 
 

The above objectives were achieved, although the entry list could have been higher, certain major 
players in Aerobatics simply did not compete including France, Germany & USA,  the entries were as 
follows:- 
 
Yak52   – 17 entrants from 6 Aero Clubs:- 
 

- Australia 
- Belgium 
- Canada 
- Lithuania 
- Russia 
- South Africa 

 
Intermediate  - 30 entrants from 12 Aero Clubs:- 
 

- Australia 
- Brazil 
- Czech  
- Great Britain 
- Hong Kong 
- Lithuania 
- Luxemburg 
- New Zealand 
- Poland 
- Slovakia 
- South Africa 
- Sweden 
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The entry from China had to withdraw for technical reasons at the last minute, it was encouraging 
that both New Zealand & Hong Kong were represented, both new entrants to International 
Aerobatics. 
 
The Contest Site 
 
This site was chosen as the South African Aerobatic Club had held a series of successful events at the 
venue, accommodation was good and readily available via a beach front hotel and the Mossel Bay 
Municipality had backed the contest, thus providing essential infrastructure such as an Emergency 
Service and Medical backup. 
 
Various studies were carried out on the weather patterns for the Region, all of which indicated 
favourable flying conditions at that time of year, however as it proved local conditions at Mossel Bay 
were not so predictable, with high winds and low clouds, which caused considerable disruption to 
the contest itself.  
 
The performance zone had been marked permanently in previous years and was situated over 
virtually virgin bush, it actually proved to be quite a challenge to locate some of the markers on the 
ground, although very visible from overhead were very difficult to locate in the bush when on the 
ground, this proved quite a challenge and some wild game was encountered during the process. 
 
The judging positions to the North, east & West were cleared of ground foliage an essential task as 
the area is the natural habitat of some very venomous snakes, including the Cape Spitting Cobra, 
fortunately none of these were encountered during the contest. 
 

Pre Contest Preparations 

Two additional airfield were located in the Region, being in Swellendam, where mainly the British 

Team trained and Oudtshoorn, although most of the practice took place at Mossel Bay. A happy 

outcome from Swellendam is that the community took the British Team to their hearts and as a 

result they have requested the South African Aerobatic Club to stage a Regional Contest at their 

airfield (an unexpected bonus of the Championship). 

An unexpected problem arose with the South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA) who insisted 

that all the competing pilots had their licences validated including proficiency in English. This caused 

much aggravation with our contest organisation as well as the competing pilots, when challenged on 

the requirement, they quoted ICAO requirements and it was difficult to argue with the Authority. 

Just why this has not been a problem elsewhere in the World where we stage contests is uncertain 

as ICAO prevails nearly everywhere, all I can report is that the problem was eventually resolved and I 

can only extend my apologies to those Aero Clubs who were inconvenienced at the time. 

As a note, we have subsequently rewritten our local Aerobatic Regulations, which are accepted by 

our SACAA and this particular problem should never occur again if an event is staged in South Africa. 

Another challenge, which should be noted was in the provision of Yak52 aircraft, some service issues 

were present as well as restrictions on aircraft due to insurance, in addition the planned 

maintenance crew fell away at the last moment due to technical and operational reasons, and the 

specialised Yak52 tools were not on site. However in the final analysis everyone had an aircraft to fly 

and the contest organisation was a lot wiser after the event. 
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Wind readings were solved by Vladimir Machula bringing to the contest the “drone technology” 

based on GPS, which was capable of establishing the wind direction and speed in very short notice, 

we thank Vladimir for organising this for us. 

 

The Contest 

The contest itself was plagued by a combination of low cloud and high winds, early briefings became 

the norm at the contest Hotel, with a view to making the most of good flying weather. 

Eventually Programmes 1 and 2 were completed successfully and the contest was curtailed after 

about 75% of the 3rd programme had been flown, this of course meant that a valid championship 

had taken place. 

Only one minor incident occurred when a rudder pedal broke at the start of a flight, the pilot landed 

successfully and the aircraft was subsequently repaired and returned to service without further 

incident. 
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General Comment 
 
The Intermediate contest attracted a lot of different aircraft ranging from Pitts Specials to 
latest Extra 330 and a whole lot in between, it was therefore good to see the winner flying a 
Zlin 50 from the 1980s, this proves the concept that the regulations determine the level of 
performance and that such aircraft in the hands of a talented pilot are equally competitive 
and a place in International Competition is still available to such aircraft 
 
The fact that we could get 30 entrants from 12 different Aero Clubs to a fairly remote site in 
South Africa, suggests that this category if organised in Europe or the USA would at least 
attract double and become a viable contest in it’s own right. 
 
The Intermediate and Yak52 categories are ideal for bringing new judges into play, with a 
possibility of progressive advancement to Advanced and Unlimited. It is also a great 
opportunity to utilise internationally all those aircraft now redundant such as Zlin 50s, 
Yak55s, Extra 200s, Pitts Specials.   
 
CIVA Medals 
 
When the package handed over at the CIVA meeting in Poland was opened, it was found to 
contain FAI Medals only, no CIVA Medals were present. (This situation had also occurred at 
WAAC). 
 
Whatever the problem is with the procurement of these medals it needs to be sorted out 
quickly as it is just not acceptable for competitors not to be given the medals that they have 
earned. 
 
In this instance the South African Organiser procured medals locally and at short notice with 
the agreement of the CIVA President who indicated that the cost should be deducted from 
the sanction fee paid to the FAI, however in practice the South African Aero Club had already 
paid the sanction fee following an invoice and demand from the FAI. 
 
Despite having submitted the invoice for these medals the South African Aero Club has yet 
to be paid, again this is a highly unsatisfactory situation, which does not reflect well on CIVA 
or the FAI. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


