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FAI General Conference 2005

Report By The CIA President

The FAI was founded in Paris in 1905, on the 14th October. It was therefore inevitable that the Centenary Conference had to take place in Paris on the same date 100 years later. The French National Aero Club, organiser of the Conference, made every effort to make it happen in style, and organised several ceremonies at the Senate, the Hôtel de Ville and the Le Bourget Museum.

The working sessions of the GC Conference took two days and the time between meetings was put to good use to discuss ballooning and its major concerns with NACs and other delegates. Of the 30 points on the agenda, the following relevant issues are to be reported:

President’s report

During the discussion of the President’s report, members’ rights were extensively discussed. Your president reminded the delegates that not only have the members rights, but that they also have obligations and that he felt that not many members realised this.

ICAO Report

Mary Anne Stevens, balloonist, competitor and president of the Canadian NAC, as well as past chairperson of the Canadian Ballooning Association, has been appointed FAI representative with ICAO in Montreal. I believe FAI could not have chosen a more dedicated and competent person.

Finances

FAI finances are stable and sound, but lack new revenue which is exclusively limited to member subscriptions. As usual, several FAI members questioned the wisdom to leave  the ASC to manage their own finances. Again as usual, the ASC presidents strongly opposed any move to leave the financial management of their respective Commission to the FAI Executive Board.

Statutes and By-Laws

The General Conference adopted a new statute recognising the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in Lausanne as the highest authority to deal with appeals.

The GC also adopted a new By-Law to allow that the Montgolfier Diploma may be awarded to the same individual or team more than once, but not in the same category.

Your president was re-elected president of the FAI Statutes Working Group.

On-Line-Competition

Based on a report from the FAI OLC Working Group, the GC decided to charge the FAI EB to continue its integration efforts with Rainer Rose’s OLC system.

2006 General Conference

The next GC will take place in Santiago de Chile in October 2006.

The full GC minutes will be made available on the FAI website.

Prior to the General Conference, your president participated in the CASI and the Air Sport Commission Presidents meetings, assisted by the French CIA delegate, Martine Besnainou, also now an FAI Vice-President for France. 

1. CASI

During the year the CASI secretary had produced a considerable amount of papers, all dealing with “suggested” General Section changes and presented to the CASI with the meeting agenda. Many of his proposals were of trivial nature and did not seem to directly affect Section One but, unable to check each and every proposal for implications, I chose to oppose the “package” because of a manifest lack of available study- and discussion time. The meeting followed my proposal to shelve this issue.

The future structure and mission of CASI was discussed and the meeting heard some very interesting statements from different quarters. As CASI has ten NAC appointed members and 10 ASC delegated members, it is obvious that their views and interest do not always match. This discussion was an effort to re-focus CASI on its basic mission to deal with the more general promotion and development of air sports and to leave the mostly technical aspects of its present work to the specialised Air Sport Commissions, where more expertise and experience can be found and put to better use than in CASI. The President proposed, and the meeting decided, to create a Working Group to re-define CASI’s profile and mission. I would like to encourage CIA delegates to contact their respective NAC CASI delegates in this respect. (Australia, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Poland, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Spain and the USA).

CASI adopted CIACA’s (amateur built) proposal for a new Sporting Code Section 13 – Solar powered aeroplanes. CIACA being a technical commission with no sporting powers, the new Sporting Code will stay under CASI’s responsibility but will be maintained by CIACA.

CASI also adopted a CIACA proposal to specifically identify (where possible) amateur-built aircraft in all FAI records documentation, except for aero-models. This initiative does not try to establish a new records category or to change existing records, it is simply a matter of information for CIACA. 

CASI adopted a General Section modification to clarify para. 8.1.3.6.4 – Change of Representation:

After a person has represented a country in a First Category event, that person must not represent another country in a First Category event during the entire two calendar years (1 January to 31 December) following the calendar year in which the person represented the preceding country.

GS para 6.8.4 was also modified to allow “telephone” notice for preliminary record claims, in addition to “written” notice.

The FAI Secretary General had proposed, for clarification purposes, new wording re. GS 3.7.2  and 8.1.3.6 - Competitors rights of representation. This document was not discussed during the meeting and no decisions were made. However, the CASI secretary felt that the document had been implicitly adopted and that therefore new wording (highly contentious) could be implemented immediately. I vehemently opposed this view in the second CASI meeting (after the GC) and obtained a moratorium until the end of this year to study the document and to propose changes.

The outgoing president (Sandy Pimenof, Finland) and secretary (Ian Strachan, UK) were not re-elected, and the CASI Bureau for 2005/2006 consists of Henry Lindholm (Sweden) president, Art Greenfield (USA) and Tor Johannessen (Norway) vice-presidents, and Thierry Villey (France) secretary.

The full CASI minutes are available at http://www.fai.org/casi/meetings/
2. Air Sport Commission Presidents meeting
This rather informal meeting, chaired by the FAI president, discussed the following relevant issues:

a) 
On-Line-Competition

FAI has signed a Declaration of Intent with the company of Rainer Rose (OLC) in Germany in order to combine efforts to rapidly be in a position to offer on-line-competitions to FAI air sports. (note: CIA has a WG presently working with OLC, trying to have an on-line-competition scheme ready for the CIA Plenary in March next year)

b) 
FAI Organiser Agreement

It was agreed by all that FAI Organiser Agreements must have been signed by the concerned parties BEFORE a sanction can be granted by the concerned Air Sport Commission. This to prevent organisers trying to re-negotiate the terms of the OA when they have obtained the sanction.

c) 
(World) Air Games

It was agreed that, in absence of a consistent FAI effort to get the Air Games project going again, in the mean time ASCs should make every effort to encourage organisation of “mixed” regional air sports events.

______________________________________

