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	Santos-Dumont Gold Airship Medal

Award Nomination
2002



The Canadian Balloon Association nominates Hokan Colting for the Santos-Dumont Gold Airship Medal as sponsored by the FAI Ballooning Commission.

Since he became a balloon pilot in 1974 Hokan Colting has been interested in the construction of lighter-than-air craft.  One year after he obtained his license he founded and operated Colting Balloons in Ireland.  With his move to England in 1978 he shortened the company name to Colt Balloons and started research and development of alternative methods of controlling altitude and steering on airships.

In 1981 Hokan sold his factory in England and moved to Canada to operate a successful hot air ballooning company from 1981 to 1991.

In 1988 Hokan Colting founded 21st Century Airships Inc. to focus on research and development of airships.  The company's first prototype flew in 1991 using Hokan’s revolutionary technology for steering and altitude control.  The technology was patented in 1994.

On November 8, 1992 Hokan Colting flew his new airship design to an altitude of 1,898 meters claiming nine FAI World gas airship records. 

On June 30th, 2002 Hokan with co-pilot Tim Buss set a new FAI World Altitude record for BA-5 airships with a flight to 3,726 meters.  

Hokan Colting has been active in the ballooning community as a pilot, manufacturer and innovator in both balloons and airships for many years.  His research has brought forth many new ideas and with his flying skills he has set a number of World Records.  Details and photo attached.

Please consider Hokan Colting for the 2002 Santos Dumont Award.  

Yours truly,
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Alex Nagorski

CIA Delegate for Canada
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